New Sample Slab Issuers MACE and Coin Grading Australia 


One of my favorite things 
about slab collecting is the way 
new discoveries turn up all the 
time. People show me samples 
and grading services Pve never 
seen before on a regular basis. 
But it has become uncommon 
to see an entirely new sample 


slab issuer. 


On October 3, Maryland coin 
dealer Nate Steinman listed 


several premium samples on 
eBay, including two previously 


unknown issuers. 


MACE Grading (meaning of acronym unknown) was represented by two pieces, one with a 2001-D 
New York quarter and one with a 1976-D bicentennial quarter. Uses a Coin World holder. The bar 
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code does not scan. 


Coin Grading Australia’s sample holds 
a 1964 Australia penny. The holder is 
simple, but the “cga” underprinting on 
the front label shows some effort was 
made. Possibly from the 2000s based 
on the style of the back label. 


Almost as interestingly, the group 
included the first recorded sale of a 
Global sample slab. Kiefer listed this 
type as Global 1 at sampleslabs.com, so 


it is a cataloged sample. However, I 


have never before seen a Global sample of any type. I was able to buy one MACE and the Global as 


quick Buy It Now. Congratulations to the new owners of the other pieces. 


Wedding holders 


The last newsletter mentioned that there are seven known holders made as wedding favors or to 


commemorate weddings. Since then, I learned of two more in this category. This article was written 


to catalog the known types and in hope that readers will contact me with more. 


August 18, 2001 — NGC. David Lange 
and Alba Acosta. Label “DAVE & 
ALBA — GOOD LUCK / FROM 
NGC, CGC, & SGC.” Holds a 27mm 
copper medal. The obverse resembles a 
1794 cent. The reverse reads “ALBA 
IRIS / ACOSTA /MARRIED / 
AUGUST 16, 2001 / PARSIPPANY, 
NJ / LANGE / DAVID WALTER.” 
All of the holders in this article are 
scatce, but this one has appeared on 
eBay more than all of the others put 
together, with eight sales (at $80 - 
$100) since I began tracking in 2013. 


July 14, 2001 — NGC Richard and Allison (last names unknown). 
Label “JULY 14, 2001 S$1 / RICHARD & ALLISON.” Holds a 
2001 Silver Eagle. Two eBay sales (2019 and 2021), both for $100. 
Made for a coin dealer in Florida, according to NGC records. 
Number made is unclear from the NGC cert verifier, but I own 
|| number 062, so at least 62 were made. 


DAVE & LUCK 1 i j 
FROM ier“ © o crc 
| eR 
1| IN 
vit {NLL OFT One 


This is the only wedding holder in the Sample Slabs, second edition book (NGC-Medal-4-3 on page 
386). David Lange was Director of Numismatic Research at NGC, author of several books on US 
coinage, and an authority on coin boards and albums. 99 made. 


July 8, 2006 — ICG. Paul and Jaime DeFelice. Label “The 
Wedding of Paul and Jaime DeFelice / July 8, 2006 Broomfield 
Colorado.” Holds a 2006-D Colorado quarter. No known sales. 
Paul is now an executive at ANACS. 120 made. 


May 10, 2007 — ICG. Angie and Cameron Kiefer. Label “The 
Wedding Of / Angie & Cameron Kiefer / Broomfield, CO 
May 10th 2007.” Holds a 2007-D Washington presidential 
dollar. One eBay sale for $34. Cameron Kiefer was a 
pioneering sample slab collector who created sampleslabs.com. 
Although we never met, I dedicated my book to him. 
Unknown number made. 


September 5, 2010 — PCGS. Drew 
Dannreuther and Erik Ankerman. 
Label “Love is composed / of a 
single soul / inhabiting two bodies.” 
Holds four medals, with shared 
reverses reading, “DREW 
DANNREUTHER / 
SEPTEMBER / FIFTH — 2010 / 
LAGUNA / BEACH / CA / ERIK 
ANKERMAN.” No public sales. 
Drew Dannreuther is the daughter 
of PCGS co-founder, coin dealer, 
and author John Dannreuther. Likely 
100 made. This is clear plastic and 
appears green in the photo because 
of the background. 


December 19, 2015 — NGC. Kevin and Kelsie Kaufmann. Label “Kevin & Kelsie Kaufmann / 
Hands and Hearts Joined / December 19, 2015.” Holds a 1983 Bahamas gold proof $50 graded 
PF69 Ultra Cameo. Kevin is the creator of the Zircon Case slab holder. Unique. 


æ May 26, 2016 — NGC. Paul and Zach. Label “Paul & Zach’s 

Wedding / May 26", 2016 / Jacksonville, FL / Carnival Elation.” 
Holds a 1949 Spain 50 centimos. One appeared on eBay in 2023 but 
_ does not show as sold. It may have been removed and sold privately. 
| Paul Sandler is NGC Director of Client Success and often seen at 


| major coin shows running the NGC contests. 


August 8, 2023 — PCGS. Owen and Sara Seymour. Label “PCGS 
— Sample / Silver / Owen & Sara Seymour / August 8, 2023.” 
Holds a 2006-S silver proof Colorado quarter. One eBay sale for 
$375. Owen is a former PCGS grader and now coin dealer. 
About 30 — 40 made. 


July 7, 2024 — NGC. David and Michelle Schwager. Label “David 
& Michelle Schwager / SAMPLE / Married July 7th, 2024 / San 
a < Clemente, CA.” Holds Great Britain George VI sixpence dated 
N 1937 — 1946. No known sales. 50 made. 
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What’s a “Basement Slab?” 


One of my most common responses when people show me 
vintage holders is, “I’ve never seen that before.” As a slab 
enthusiast, you often encounter obscure grading services. Their 
presentation may be polished and professional or crude and 
amateurish. This amateurish quality led to the nickname 
“basement slab,’ suggesting holders were made in a home 
workshop. 


Hundreds of coin grading services have existed. They flourished 
especially in the boom market of 1987-89, with many basement 
slabs coming from this period. Some accepted coins from the 
public for grading. More were “self-slabbers” where dealers 
packaged their own coins in “certified” holders, hoping to make 


buyers more confident. Examples of basement slabs include 
TruGrade or SGS. Established but less popular graders such as SEGS or Legacy Currency are not 
usually considered basement services. 


A basement slab Facebook group recently started and several slab enthusiasts accumulate and 
document basement graders. 


Is there a difference between these basement graders and desirable vintage slabs? The difference is 
perception and respect. If collectors see a service as historically significant, accurate in its grading, or 
otherwise interesting or respected, that’s a good slab. If collectors don’t know about a service or 
disdain its products, that’s a basement slab. Compugrade, for example is a valued vintage slab, while 
NNC is a basement slab. 


Because the distinction is based on collector opinion, that opinion and the category of a service, can 
change over time. Numex, for example, recently emerged as a desirable service. They used to be 
worth nothing, but now earn around $300. Other scarce graders continue to rise from the basement. 
Owning the right basement slabs could pay off. 


Buying and Selling 
Buying 


I buy sample collections or better single slabs for inventory. For my own collection, I look for 
samples from obscure or unlisted grading services (such as AHCGS or CCCS), gold coin samples, 
and rarities from all services. Specifically, I am looking for ICG casino chips, the PCGS blue label 
with a Canada 25 cents and grade MS00, as well as the PMG with an oversized Austria 1000 kroner. 


I also buy NGC Ocho (type 8.0) holders with W or T grades. Contact me at 
davidschwager@hotmail.com or Instagram @schwagerdavid 


Selling 


All ship free. Email davidschwager@hotmail.com to buy. All common payment methods accepted: 
Personal check (my favorite), eCheck, Zelle, PayPal, Cashapp, Venmo, or almost anything else. 


3. PCGS_ employee-only 
holder. PCGS gave this 
slab to employees to 
commemorate the 20th 
anniversaty of the 
company in 2006. Some 
spots on coin. Plastic is 
pristine. These rarely 
appear for sale, as most 
employees held on to 


theirs. $250 


| 1. ANACS Raleigh Coin Club / 2021 Raleigh Money Expo with 


2001-P North Carolina quarter. Like most ANACS show and club 


slabs, it is scarce, but inexpensive. $20 


2. PCGS 25th Anniversary with 
1986-P quarter. $20 
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5. PCGS luncheon slab, ANA August 2021 with 35th 
anniversary medal. Scarce luncheon slab from this thinly- 
attended event. $95 


6. PCGS luncheon slab from the 2022 Set Registry Awards 
Luncheon held at the September Long Beach Expo. Even fewer 
people went to this luncheon, which was not well-publicized. 
$200 
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4. PCGS luncheon slab, FUN 
January 2019 with 1976 Type 2 
Eisenhower dollar graded 
MS65. The only luncheon slab 
with an actual grade. $60 


7. Six examples of PCGS 2023 FUN Cocktail Party, part of 
the avidly-collected luncheon series. Holds a 2022-P Maya 
Angelou quarter. Only a few of these have appeared for sale, 
but I bought a group from a former PCGS employee and am 
going to offer a great deal to someone. All six slabs for $750. 


8. NGC “fatty” pre-bar code sample 
with 1943 steel Wheat cent graded 
MS64. $50 


| 9. NGC Coin World+ App / 2021 Chicago ANA with 2021-P 
Kennedy half. $30 


10. (This is a production slab and not a sample of any type.) Scarce and collectible grader Dominion 
Grading Service (DGS). 2009 Silver Eagle MS67. Dominion, a division of David Lawrence Rare 
Coins, operated April 2008 August 2010, using the eight-sided PCI shell. $60 
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Also see my eBay store. I will give better prices on eBay listings for readers who contact me directly. 
Sometimes a little better, sometimes a lot better, depending on how much room I have on the item. 


Sample Slab Update #38 — Octobert 2024 (sent 10/17/24). Published about every two months by 
David Schwager, Fountain Valley, California. davidschwager@hotmail.com. Please email me to be 
added to or removed from the mailing list. Comments and submissions are welcome. See 
SampleSlabBook.com or the Newman Numismatic Portal for past issues. The best way to reach me 
and know what I am doing is Instagram @schwagerdavid. I also respond to Facebook messages. 
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